
July 19, 2026 
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II       

 
Psalm 86:11-17 
Note:   This is a plea for God’s attention. The psalmist, perhaps David, desires to be taught 
by God in order to follow in his ways. 

11 Teach me your way, O Lord, 
and I will walk in your truth; * 
knit my heart to you that I may fear your Name. 

12 I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, * 
and glorify your Name for evermore. 

13 For great is your love toward me; * 
you have delivered me from the nethermost Pit. 

14 The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 
and a band of violent men seeks my life; * 
they have not set you before their eyes. 

15 But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; * 
give your strength to your servant; 
and save the child of your handmaid. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 
so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; * 
because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.  

 

The Epistle: Romans 8:12-25 
 
Note: This chapter continues in the teaching of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit leads us out of 
fear to accomplish the good work of God.  

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-
- for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that 
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if chil-
dren, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ-- if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subject-
ed to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 
will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the 
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inward-
ly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

Sequence Hymn, standing           My Country, ‘tis of Thee    Hymnal 717 
                           
The Gospel:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
Note:   The meaning of the parable of the wheat and the weeds hinges on the identification 
of a particular weed which, especially in its early stages, is almost indistinguishable from 
wheat.  

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was 
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 
So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And 
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good 
seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An 

 
FAMILY HOLY EUCHARIST SERVICE 9:00 am 

The words of the liturgy and music are projected on the east wall. 
With the Joyful Noise Band 

 
CHORAL HOLY EUCHARIST SERVICE 11:00 am 

    
Procession In, standing             O Love How Deep            Hymnal  448 
The Opening Sentences              The Book of Common Prayer 355 
 
Song of Praise           The Gloria                    Hymnal S278 
 
The  Collect 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before 
we ask and our ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, 
and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness we dare not, 
and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson: Isaiah 44, 6-8 
 
Note:  This portion of Isaiah comes out of the time when the people of Israel have re-
turned home and are rebuilding their lives. The caution from the prophet is one of dis-
cernment: that there are many gods but there is only one true God, which is the only ba-
sis for a new life. 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 

I am the first and I am the last; 
besides me there is no god. 

Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
let them declare and set it forth before me. 

Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

Do not fear, or be afraid; 
have I not told you from of old and declared it?  
You are my witnesses! 

Is there any god besides me? 
There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go 
and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the 
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples ap-
proached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field 
is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds 
are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; 
the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the 
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the 
age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the 
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone 
with ears listen!”  

 

The Homily    The Rev. James B. Stutler, D. Min 
       Followed by silence for reflection. 
  
The Nicene Creed, standing          BCP 358 
The Prayers of the People , kneeling or standing 
Greetings and Announcements 
The Confession of Sin            BCP 359 
 
The Peace, standing             BCP 360 

The Holy Communion 
Rite II, Prayer B 

 
The Offertory               Come Ye Sinners    Choir 

         
The Doxology, standing            Hymnal 380, v3
  
The Great Thanksgiving  
 The Sursum Corda                                     BCP 367 
 The Sanctus                                  Hymnal S114 
 The Canon, kneeling or standing.   
 
THE GREAT AMEN                                BCP 368  
    
The Lord’s Prayer                                                       BCP 364 
 
Breaking of the Bread                                                     BCP 364 
Fraction Anthem         
Communion Meditation     Strengthen for Service    Hymnal 312 
  
Post Communion Prayer, kneeling or standing     BCP 365 
 
Commissioning of Eucharistic Visitors 
Priest: On behalf of this congregation, I give you these holy gifts, that 
those in whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 
body and blood. 
People: We send you forth with the body and blood of Christ.  
 
Recessional Hymn:          Go Forth for God     Hymnal 347 
                     
The Blessing 
 
The Dismissal Response             BCP 366 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Processional Song   
Opening Sentences,  
 Book of Common Prayer 355 
The Liturgy of the Word        
The Collect of the Day 
A Reading / Psalm  
Song 
The Gospel 
Sharing the Good News 
The Creed 
The Prayers 
The Confession & Absolution 
The Peace          BCP 360 

Welcome & Announcements 
The Holy Communion 
  Offertory  
  The Great Thanksgiving:  
        The Lord’s Prayer        BCP364 
  The Breaking of the Bread   
  The Administration                
  Communion Song 
  Post Communion Prayer BCP 365 
  The  Blessing 
  Song for the Procession Out  
  The Dismissal             BCP 366 



 

 
 

Please join us immediately after each service for 
HOSPITALITY across the parking lot in Davis Hall! 
 
The Outreach Committee collected donations 
for Give Kids a Chance and School Supplies for 
Liberty Elementary School.  St. Clements contrib-
uted $1170!   This will be split between the  
School and Give Kids a Chance. Thank you so 
much for your generosity. 
 
8/2 Combined Service and Potluck Meal 
10:00am  Our next combined service will be Sun-
day, July 5th.  Mark your calendars! 
 
8/9 Youth Outing at the Lake 
This gathering will be at Lake Arrowhead.  Details 
to follow. 
 
8/15 ECW Trivia Night 
5:00—7:00pm in Davis Hall.  Look for details soon! 
 
Tuesday 
The Men’s Group 11:30am at IHOP, 3010 
Northside Parkway, Canton 
Contact:  stclementsmensgroup@gmail.com 
 
Bible Study:  The Way  1:00-3:00pm in The Ves-
try Room  The group studies the previous Sun-
day’s Readings found in your bulletins.  For infor-
mation contact Anna Marie Smith at 717.713.5879 
 
Wednesday 
Rector’s Bible Study 12:00 noon via Zoom 
We are studying the Gospel of Matthew.  Contact 
the office for the link. 
 
Holy Eucharist 6:15pm followed by 
• 6:45 meal 
• 7:00 EYC 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
• 7:00 Bible Study 1st and 3rd Wednesday 
 
Thursday 
Grief Support Group 
10:30 am Davis Hall 
 
Path to Shine  
2:00—5:00pm is off for Summer Break.  They will 
resume in the Fall. 
 
Friday 
Centering Prayer 12:30 pm in Ministry Center.  All 
are welcome and encouraged to attend.  If inter-
ested, please contact Fr. Jamie (770.324.2035) or 
Diane Hodgins (850.339.8540). 
 
Sunday Adult Forum will continue in late August. 
 
The Altar Guild  
Dates are available for flower dedications if you 

TREASURER’S SUMMARY 
as of May 2026 

 

Pledges YTD          $ 113,825 

Total Income        $165,286 

Total Expenses      $ 162,418 

Physical address:  2795 Ridge Road, Canton, GA  30114 
Mailing address: PO Box 36, Holly Springs, Georgia 30142-0001 

Phone 770-345-6722  |  Web www.stclementscanton.org 

Welcome Visitors!   
If you are visiting for the first time, let us know you are here by filling out a 

visitor’s card and ask an usher about a gift we have for you in the 
 narthex (foyer). 

WE PRAY FOR: 
 

Our Parish Family, especially 

 CLAIRE, MARGE, FRAN, LINDA, DAVID, MARK, MISSY, LESLIE, BILL, 
AMANDA, CAROLE, JUDITH, ANN, AL, HUBIE, ROBIN, TED, DAKOTA, 
JOANN, CARL, JEAN, MARTY, WAYNE, MIKE, and DEACON JUDITH. 

  FR . JAMIE.     
   THE MINISTRIES OF ST. CLEMENT’S.                                             

   HEIDI AND RUSS, missionaries to Chile and for the variety of  
   ministries & lives they impact. 
 

Those in the Armed Forces, especially 

  TY. NICK, BRANDON, MAGGIE, STEPHEN, ELIJAH, BRIAN, ALEXANDRA, 
DAVID, & LAUREN.  

 

Others needing Intercessory Prayer: 

 TONY, RICHARD, STACY, RONNY, CHUCK, BRUCE, CHRISTOPHER,  
LINDA, LEVI, BECKY, LYNN, CINDY, MARTA, WARD, SANDRA JEFF, 
HEATHER, PATTI, BOB, CHRIS, MICHAEL, KIRSI, SANDRA, DIANE, ROB, 
LUPINA, JOY, BECKY, and ARLO.  

 
 COMFORT: THE LOEFFLER,  BARRE, & CROFT FAMILIES 
 ARBOR: THE CONGREGANTS AT THE ARBOR 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR ALL OUR BLESSINGS.  
Please take the bulletin home and pray for these concerns during the week. 
Parish family & intercessory prayer requests stay on the list for two months un-
less extended, updated, or deleted sooner. Armed forces requests stay for one 
year.  Notify the church office at 770-345-6722 or Trish Cole at 770-377-4348 to 
update requests. Prayer request cards are in church pews or call the church 
office.  

 

Birthdays this week: 

Kimberly Vernachio 7/21 
Lori Adams 7/24 
 

Anniversaries this week: 
 

Joseph & Ashlee Waters 7/21 

 

The Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God  
By the Altar Guild 

 

The Rev. Dr. James B. Stutler, rector 
 770-324-2035 

Email  
frjamie@stclementscanton.org 

Liz Bouis, Parish Administrator 
Gloria Blackburn, Parish Assistant 

 770-345-6722  
Email 

stclements@stclementscanton.org 

  WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS 

 Regular Sunday Services //9am  Contemporary //11am Traditional 
 First Sunday of each month// 10am Combined Service 

MONDAY 
Al-Anon//12:00pm 
 
TUESDAY 
Men’s Group, IHOP//11:30am 
Bible Study: The Way//1:00—3:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous//8:00pm 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 
 

Teach me your way, O Lord, 
and I will walk in your truth. 

July 19, 2026 
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

have someone or some event special to 
commemorate.  See the flowered notebook 
in the narthex; the cost is $50.  Please con-
tact Trish Cole (770)-377-4348 or tri-
shcole4@gmail.com. 
 
The Diocese of Atlanta ECW is collecting 
new or slightly used purses filled with trial 
sized personal hygiene products to My Sis-
ter’s House.  There is a box in the Narthex for 
collecting your donations.  This collection 
goes through 2026. 
 
Our Food Pantry is always ready for dona-
tions!  Please make sure your contributions 
are NOT expired.  We had a few things add-
ed they were past their “use by date.” 
 
Online Giving available through  
our website www.stclementscanton.org by 
the Vanco app, or you can give online on the 
Realm app. 
 
Want to Get Involved?  
But not sure where to start?  Contact Brad 
Vaughan– he’ll help you find your fit!  931-
265-6087 or bradd-
ford.vaughan25@gmail.com. 
 
Summer Office Hours 
Please note the change in times for the 
summer! 
Tuesday and Thursday: 9am—2:00pm 
Please call before coming by to make sure 
someone is in the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Scan to visit our website 

Serving Today: 
VPOD:  Scott Burleson 
Crucifer: Brad Vaughan 
Epistle Torch:  Wayne Smoak 
Gospel Torch/Bells:  Dell Lyons 
LEM: Dell Lyons 
Reader: Sandy Smoak 
Teller:  Gary Dorminey 

Pointing Fingers 

How can we tell the good guys from the bad guys? When I was a little boy watching 
reruns of old serial westerns it was pretty straightforward. The good guys were, gener-
ally speaking, better dressed and always polite to the womenfolk. In real life it is a bit 
more complicated. 

It is gratifying to be able to identify the bad guys. It is our way of structuring the world 
around us into neat and orderly containers. We know who we can trust and who we 
can’t trust. It also informs us how we treat them and how we might expect them to treat 
us. 

The problem is that we are hardly unbiased in our evaluation. We all have life experi-
ences and the influence of people who have shaped our vision of the world around us. 
Human beings often have the habit of characterizing whole groups of people as the 
bad guy. This becomes difficult to sustain when we meet one or more people from 
such a group and discover that they aren’t so bad after all. 

Jesus doesn’t ignore the fact that there is evil in the world, but he is not particularly 
convinced that we are the best judges. Pogroms against Jewish communities, the 
Spanish Inquisition, systemic forms of racism, and various genocides provide ample 
evidence for his point of view, as much as our own current polarized political culture. 

Jesus offers a way forward with his parable of the Wheat and the Weeds (or Tares). Let 
them grow together without tearing them out root and branch. It is a very unsatisfacto-
ry idea, of course, we would prefer to get the bad guys out of the picture once and for 
all. 

But perhaps there is another way of reading this parable that might cause us to pause a 
little and consider our own posture. What if good and evil are not just categories of us 
and them? What if the good seed and the bad seed are elements within each one of 
us? What if we are called to confession before we go around pointing fingers? 

See you on Sunday.                    

                    Jamie 

WEDNESDAY 
Morning Prayer (online)//9:00am 
Rector’s Zoom Bible Study//12:00pm 
Women’s AA//12:00pm 
Holy Eucharist//6:15am 
Adult Bible Study & EYC//7:00pm  
  1st and 3rd weeks 

THURSDAY 
Grief Support//10:30am 
Path-t0-Shine//2:00—5:00pm 
Canton Al-Anon & Alateen//7:00pm 
 
FRIDAY 
Morning Prayer (online)//9:00am 
Service @ the Arbor//10:30am 
Women’s AA//12:00noon 
Centering Prayer//12:30pm 
 


