
July 26, 2026 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II       

 
Psalm 119:129-136 
 
Note:   This is the longest psalm in the psalter. It is a drumbeat of praise for the law, the 
Torah, as this greatest gift of God. Each couplet contains a direct reference to it subject 
using synonymous words for law: commandment, word, decrees, statutes, etc.   
     129 Your decrees are wonderful; * 
      therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
it gives understanding to the simple. 

131 I open my mouth and pant; * 
I long for your commandments. 

132 Turn to me in mercy, * 
as you always do to those who love your Name. 

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
and I will keep your commandments. 

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
and teach me your statutes. 

     136 My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
because people do not keep your law.  

 

The Epistle: Romans 8:26-39 

 
Note: We continue in this chapter where Paul speaks of the work of the Spirit. He begins this 
section by the assertion that we know nothing about either God or ourselves without the 
work of the spirit. 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit inter-
cedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with 
him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It 
is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was 
raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will sep-
arate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For 
I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things pre-
sent, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Sequence Hymn, standing            King of Glory        Hymnal 382 
                           
The Gospel:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 
Note:   Jesus teaches these parables as he wanders the countryside, finally ending up in his 
own hometown where everyone is surprised to find such wisdom coming from someone 
they knew as just an ordinary member of the community. 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 

 
FAMILY HOLY EUCHARIST SERVICE 9:00 am 

The words of the liturgy and music are projected on the east wall. 
 

 
CHORAL HOLY EUCHARIST SERVICE 11:00 am 

    
Procession In, standing   Tell Out  My Soul             Hymnal  438 
The Opening Sentences                The Book of Common Prayer 355 
 
Song of Praise           The Gloria                    Hymnal S278 
 
The  Collect 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is 
holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, 
we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  
 
The First Lesson: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
 
Note:  God gives Solomon the great gift of discernment, of being able to think deeply and 
look beneath the appearances of things. Before he receives this gift, however, he stands 
before God in humility, recognizing first, his lack of understanding and secondly, his need 
for it. 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love 
to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And 
now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, 
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your 
servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so nu-
merous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an under-
standing mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who 
can govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life 
of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 
right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you.” 

 

when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on 
finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, 
and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end 
of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the right-
eous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is 
old.”  

 

The Homily    The Rev. James B. Stutler, D. Min 
       Followed by silence for reflection. 
  
The Nicene Creed, standing           BCP 358 
The Prayers of the People, kneeling or standing 
Greetings and Announcements 
The Confession of Sin             BCP 359 
 
The Peace, standing             BCP 360 

The Holy Communion 
Rite II, Prayer B 

 
The Offertory                  Holy Manna     Choir 

         
The Doxology, standing            Hymnal 380, v3  
The Great Thanksgiving  
 The Sursum Corda                                       BCP 367 
 The Sanctus                                   Hymnal S114 
 The Canon, kneeling or standing.   
 
THE GREAT AMEN                                 BCP 368  
    
The Lord’s Prayer                                                        BCP 364 
 
Breaking of the Bread                                                      BCP 364 
Fraction Anthem         
Communion Meditation       This is the Hour     Hymnal 316 
  
Post Communion Prayer, kneeling or standing      BCP 365 
 
Commissioning of Eucharistic Visitors 
Priest: On behalf of this congregation, I give you these holy gifts, that those in 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood. 
People: We send you forth with the body and blood of Christ.  
 
Recessional Hymn:             n the Cross      Hymnal 441 
                     
The Blessing 
 
The Dismissal Response              BCP 366 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Processional Song   
Opening Sentences,  
 Book of Common Prayer 355 
The Liturgy of the Word        
The Collect of the Day 
A Reading / Psalm  
Song 
The Gospel 
Sharing the Good News 
The Creed 
The Prayers 
The Confession & Absolution 
The Peace          BCP 360 

Welcome & Announcements 
The Holy Communion 
  Offertory  
  The Great Thanksgiving:  
        The Lord’s Prayer        BCP364 
  The Breaking of the Bread   
  The Administration                
  Communion Song 
  Post Communion Prayer BCP 365 
  The  Blessing 
  Song for the Procession Out  
  The Dismissal             BCP 366 



 

 

 
 

Please join us immediately after each service for 
HOSPITALITY across the parking lot in Davis Hall! 
 
8/2 Combined Service and Potluck Meal 
10:00am  Our next combined service will be Sun-
day, July 5th.  Mark your calendars! 
 
8/9 Youth Outing at the Lake 
This gathering will be at Lake Arrowhead.  Details 
to follow. 
 
8/15 ECW Trivia Night 
5:00—7:00pm in Davis Hall.  Develop your team 
of four people, or organize it when you arrive..  
$10 Amazon Gift Cards will be offered to the win-
ning four!  Pizza and cokes for sale.  Tickets are 
$10 per person.  Come enjoy!    
 
Tuesday 
The Men’s Group 11:30am at IHOP, 3010 
Northside Parkway, Canton 
Contact:  stclementsmensgroup@gmail.com 
 
Bible Study:  The Way  1:00-3:00pm in The Ves-
try Room  The group studies the previous Sun-
day’s Readings found in your bulletins.  For infor-
mation contact Anna Marie Smith at 717.713.5879 
 
Wednesday 
Rector’s Bible Study 12:00 noon via Zoom 
We are studying the Gospel of Matthew.  Contact 
the office for the link. 
 
Holy Eucharist 6:15pm  
On the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, followed by 
• 6:45 meal 
• 7:00 EYC  
• 7:00 Bible Study  
 
Thursday 
Grief Support Group 
10:30 am Davis Hall 
 
Path to Shine  
2:00—5:00pm is off for Summer Break.  They will 
resume in the Fall. 
 
Friday 
Centering Prayer 12:30 pm in Ministry Center.  All 
are welcome and encouraged to attend.  If inter-
ested, please contact Fr. Jamie (770.324.2035) or 
Diane Hodgins (850.339.8540). 
 
Sunday Adult Forum will continue in late August. 
 
The Altar Guild  
Dates are available for flower dedications if you 
have someone or some event special to com-
memorate.  See the flowered notebook in the 

TREASURER’S SUMMARY 
as of May 2026 

 

Pledges YTD          $ 113,830 

Total Income        $165,290 

Total Expenses      $ 162,440 

Physical address:  2795 Ridge Road, Canton, GA  30114 
Mailing address: PO Box 36, Holly Springs, Georgia 30142-0001 

Phone 770-345-6722  |  Web www.stclementscanton.org 

Welcome Visitors!   
If you are visiting for the first time, let us know you are here by filling out a 

visitor’s card and ask an usher about a gift we have for you in the 
 narthex (foyer). 

WE PRAY FOR: 
 

Our Parish Family, especially 

 CLAIRE, MARGE, FRAN, LINDA, DAVID, MARK, MISSY, LESLIE, BILL, 
AMANDA, CAROLE, JUDITH, ANN, AL, HUBIE, ROBIN, TED, DAKOTA, 
JOANN, CARL, JEAN, MARTY, WAYNE, MIKE, ELIZABETH, and DEACON 
JUDITH. 

  FR . JAMIE.     
   THE MINISTRIES OF ST. CLEMENT’S.                                             

   HEIDI AND RUSS, missionaries to Chile and for the variety of  
   ministries & lives they impact. 
 

Those in the Armed Forces, especially 

  TY. NICK, BRANDON, MAGGIE, STEPHEN, ELIJAH, BRIAN, ALEXANDRA, 
DAVID, & LAUREN.  

 

Others needing Intercessory Prayer: 

 TONY, RICHARD, STACY, RONNY, CHUCK, BRUCE, CHRISTOPHER,  
LINDA, LEVI, LYNN, CINDY, MARTA, WARD, SANDRA JEFF, HEATHER, 
PATTI, BOB, CHRIS, MICHAEL, KIRSI, SANDRA, DIANE, ROB, LUPINA, 
JOY,  ARLO and MARY JOE.  

 
 COMFORT: THE BARRE FAMILY 
 ARBOR: THE CONGREGANTS AT THE ARBOR 

WE GIVE THANKS FOR ALL OUR BLESSINGS.  
Please take the bulletin home and pray for these concerns during the week. 
Parish family & intercessory prayer requests stay on the list for two months un-
less extended, updated, or deleted sooner. Armed forces requests stay for one 
year.  Notify the church office at 770-345-6722 or Trish Cole at 770-377-4348 to 
update requests. Prayer request cards are in church pews or call the church 
office.  

Birthdays this week: 
Nick Cerniglia 7/28 
Alice Irvine 7/27 
Rob McDonald 7/30 
Helen Tucker 7/30 
Bob Werner 7/28 
Mike Woltering 7/30 
Paige Yacoub 7/29 

Anniversaries this week: 
 

Tom & Karen Brommelje 7/27 
 

The Altar Flowers today are given to the Glory of God  
In Loving Memory of Virginia Morgan 

By the Morgan Family 

The Rev. Dr. James B. Stutler, rector 
 770-324-2035 

Email  
frjamie@stclementscanton.org 

Liz Bouis, Parish Administrator 
Gloria Blackburn, Parish Assistant 

 770-345-6722  
Email 

stclements@stclementscanton.org 

  WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS 

 Regular Sunday Services //9am  Contemporary //11am Traditional 
 First Sunday of each month// 10am Combined Service 

MONDAY 
Al-Anon//12:00pm 
 
TUESDAY 
Men’s Group, IHOP//11:30am 
Bible Study: The Way//1:00—3:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous//8:00pm 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We are more than 
 conquerors through him 

who loved us. 

July 26, 2026 
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

narthex; the cost is $50.  Please contact Trish 
Cole (770)-377-4348 or tri-
shcole4@gmail.com. 
 
The Diocese of Atlanta ECW is collecting 
new or slightly used purses filled with trial 
sized personal hygiene products to My Sis-
ter’s House.  There is a box in the Narthex for 
collecting your donations.  This collection 
goes through 2026. 
 
Our Food Pantry is always ready for dona-
tions!  Please make sure your contributions 
are NOT expired.  We had a few things add-
ed they were past their “use by date.” 
 
Online Giving available through  
our website www.stclementscanton.org by 
the Vanco app, or you can give online on the 
Realm app. 
 
Want to Get Involved?  
But not sure where to start?  Contact Brad 
Vaughan– he’ll help you find your fit!  931-
265-6087 or bradd-
ford.vaughan25@gmail.com. 
 
Summer Office Hours 
Please note the change in times for the 
summer! 
Tuesday and Thursday: 9am—2:00pm 
Please call before coming by to make sure 
someone is in the office. 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Scan to visit our website 

Serving Today: 
VPOD:  Sandy Smoak 
Crucifer:  Wayne Smoak 
Epistle Torch:  Brad Vaughan 
Gospel Torch/Bells:  Jeff Pawlik 
LEM:  Janelle Walker 
Reader:  Moetki Sharp 
Teller:  Scott Burleson 

More Parables 

When it comes to parables the often-quoted comment of the English 
scholar C.H. Dodd is a good way to start: “At its simplest, the parable is a 
metaphor or simile drawn from nature or common life, arresting the hearer 
by its vividness or strangeness, and leaving the mind in sufficient doubt to 
its precise application to tease the mind into active thought.” 

In other words, the parables are meant to get us to think. In the case of al-
most all of the parables of Jesus what we are supposed to be thinking 
about is the kingdom of heaven. This is not to be confused with heaven in 
the sense of our reward after this life is over. The kingdom of heaven has 
both a broader and more immediate meaning. 

Simply, it means where and when God rules. While that certainly has an 
eternal and otherworldly dimension, it also has to do with the present, 
where we perceive God is active and present in our own lives and the lives 
of others. The parables give us clues to how we might experience God right 
now. 

The first thing to notice about the parables this Sunday is that they are all, in 
one way or another, about being surprised. We are surprised that the king-
dom could be found in something as small and as insignificant as a mustard 
seed. We are surprised when what we were expecting to be ordinary flat-
bread rises abundantly. We are surprised to find a single precious thing in 
our lives worth more than anything we can imagine. 

The parables call us out, therefore, to pay attention and to be prepared to 
be surprised by the work of God and, finally, to join in that work when it be-
comes apparent to us.                 

                 Jamie     

WEDNESDAY 
Morning Prayer (online)//9:00am 
Rector’s Zoom Bible Study//12:00pm 
Women’s AA//12:00pm 
Holy Eucharist//6:15am 
Adult Bible Study & EYC//7:00pm  
  1st and 3rd weeks 

THURSDAY 
Grief Support//10:30am 
Path-t0-Shine//2:00—5:00pm 
Canton Al-Anon & Alateen//7:00pm 
 
FRIDAY 
Morning Prayer (online)//9:00am 
Service @ the Arbor//10:30am 
Women’s AA//12:00noon 
Centering Prayer//12:30pm 
 


